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Answer to a question about the shrine of Sayyida
Rugayya in Damascus

by Burhan al-Din al-Naji (900 AH)
(Study and investigation)

Abstract

his research investigates the authenticity of the attribution of the
shrine located in the Sayyida Ruqayya bint Ali ibn Abi Talib Mosque
in the al - Amara neighborhood of Damascus, formerly known as the
Mosque of the Head, through the response of the hadith scholar Burhan
al - Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al - Naji al - Qubaybati (d. 900 AH). The
researcher relied on a single manuscript, verifying its attribution to the
author through several pieces of evidence, including the scribe’s explicit
statement attributing it to the author and al - Naji’s reference to another

of his works.

The research also highlights the author’s investigation into this
matter, presenting historical evidence and indications that refute the
attribution, including: the absence of any mention of Lady Rugayya’s

death in Damascus in any reliable source, and the lack of reference to this
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grave by early historians such as the traveler al - Harawi (d. 611 AH) and
the historian Ibn Asakir (d. 571 AH), the preserver of Damascus. Al -
Nayji also presents comparative examples of the phenomenon of fabricated
shrines and tombs in Damascus, such as graves falsely attributed to some
of the Prophet’s family and companions, like the grave of Malaka bint Ali
(may God be pleased with her), which does not exist today, the graves
of the Prophet’s daughters (Ladies Ruqayya and Umm Kulthum) at Bab
al - Saghir, and the grave of Abu Hurayra in Ashkelon, among others,

demonstrating their invalidity with evidence.

The research concludes that the tomb attributed to Sayyida Ruqayya
in Damascus is invalid, asserting that it was built on a claim lacking
evidence or historical basis. The work represents a significant contribution
to refuting fabricated claims concerning historical sites, and it warns,
from a Sharia perspective, of the dangers of readily accepting such claims

without scrutiny.

Keywords: Sayyida Ruqayya, Burhan al - Din al - Naji, manuscripts,

tombs, shrines.
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