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The Attribution of Ali ibn Maymun to the Shadhili Order
( A Critical Study)

(Abstract)

The research addresses the correction of the incorrect attribution of
one of the most famous Sufis in the tenth century AH, Sheikh Ali bin
Maimun Al - Maghribi Al - Idrisi, to the Shadhiliyya order. Sheikh Ali
was born in Ghumara in northern Morocco, memorized the texts(Al
mutun), and then traveled to Fez in search of knowledge. He migrated
to the East in 901 AH in search of a saint, and met his sheikh, Ahmad
al - Tabasi al - Tunisi, who gave him permission to spread the order in
the Levant. He settled in Damascus in late 912 AH in the Al - Salihiya
neighborhood, and had a great impact in spreading Sufism, and the
public and private flocked to him. Great scholars graduated under his
tutelage, including: Alwan Al - Hamawi, Ibn Iraq, and Ali Al - Kizwani.
His method spread to Hama, Aleppo, and Beirut. His method, Al -
Khawatiriya or Al - Madinah, was known for its reliance on revealing

the thoughts of disciples, and it was attributed to Abu Madyan Al -

(1) Director of the Research, Translation and Publishing Department at the Syrian National

Library.
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Tilimsani. His chains of transmission(Asanid) in Sufism do not pass
through Al - Shadhili, and what was reported about attributing some of
his students to Al - Shadhili is likely a misprint from Al - Shabiyya in
reference to the sheikh of his sheikh, Ahmed bin Makhlouf Al - Shabi.
He left about 18 books on Sufism and reform, and died in the mountains

of Lebanon in the year 917 AH.

Keywords: Sufism, Order ,Shadhili, bin mimun.
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