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(’The Question of vocuum (khala’) and Plenum (Mala
in the Thought of Al - Ghazali and Paul Davies
(Analytical - Critical Study)

Abstract

This research sought to investigate the similarities and differences
in approaching the concept of void (vacuum/empty space) and its
relationship to the physical world between two visions separated by
nine centuries. The first is that of the Muslim thinker and philosopher
Abu Hamid Al - Ghazali, based on his theory of renewed creation
and the negation of deterministic causality. The second is that of the
contemporary physicist Paul Davies, who argues that space in modern
physics is not an empty container, but a living entity full of energy
and hidden movement. The research adopted a comparative analytical
method and reached several key findings, most notably: the convergence
of Al - Ghazali’s negation of absolute void with quantum physics’
negation of vacuum as understood by Davies, and their agreement
that the universe is neither eternal nor necessary by itself, but rather
contingent (originated) and in need of an organizing, powerful, all -

knowing, and choosing principle, and that physical laws do not negate
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the existence of a purposeful Creator. The research also demonstrated
that the shared reason between contemporary humans and the Muslim
thinker is capable of building bridges of dialogue between religion and
science, away from the problem of contradiction or complete separation,
and away from racism and the exclusion of others. This study serves as
an incentive to open new horizons for researchers in comparing Islamic

theology (Kalam) and contemporary cosmic physics.

Keywords: Al - Ghazali, Paul Davies, emptiness, void, theology,

quantum physics.
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