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Rhetorical Subtleties in the Morphological Increase in
the Form (Af‘ala)in The Holy Quran

Abstract

This research addresses the increase in morphological structure (al-
mabna) and its indication of an increase in meaning in the form ("af"ala)
in the Holy Qur’an. The reader of the Book of Allah finds many questions
arising in their mind regarding the use of different morphological forms
for the same meaning, and what the difference between them is, among
other questions that require reflection and contemplation. This is what
prompted me to choose this topic as a subject of research. Whenever
an increase occurs in the number of root letters that convey the core
meaning, the meaning intensifies and indicates new ramifications in its
concept that the original root word does not convey. Then, examining
the benefit of this increase in the Holy Qur’an unveils new meanings that
perhaps the Arabs had never experienced before. Due to the abundance
of examples falling under the principle of increase in structure and its
indication of an increase in meaning in both verbs and nouns, I have
dedicated this research to the section on ("af"ala) among verbs. I have set

before me the goal of demonstrating the importance of morphological
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variation, attempting to discover the subtle secrets and meanings of the
miraculous Qur’anic expression, and confirming or highlighting what

earlier scholars have pointed out.

The importance of this research lies in its demonstration of the
eloquence of Qur’anic discourse and the subtleties of its vocabulary,
as well as its connection to the understanding of signification (figh
al-dalalah), which is perceived through context and continuous
contemplation to grasp the hidden connotations that words imply —
connotations that are not revealed except to those of refined sensitivity

and trained taste.

I have followed the statistical method by compiling all verbs in the
form ("af"ala) in the Holy Qur’an. I then excluded verbs that do not fall
under this rule, either because their simple (unaugmented) form does
not appear in Arab speech — as in ('ablasa) — or because it was used
in a meaning different from that of the augmented form — as in (qasata
and "aqsata). It was necessary to mention and refer to these so that no
one would ask why they were excluded from the study or assume they
were neglected or overlooked. Due to the abundance of examples, I
have limited myself to a good selection sufficient for the purpose of the
research, which is to demonstrate the rhetorical subtleties gained from
the increase in structure and to clarify that this increase is intentional in

meaning.

After that, I followed an inductive method and then an analytical
approach in studying these examples, by tracing what linguists have

mentioned regarding the meanings of these verbs and the difference

106




stallysi 2 Aol ohall & (Jad) aspa A sipall 82l & pdalll il

between the simple and augmented forms, then observing the frequent
and anomalous Qur’anic readings (qira’at) of the augmented verb. |
then surveyed what the exegetes (mufassiriin) and scholars have said
about them, examined and balanced their opinions, and subsequently
established the benefits of these increases wherever they explicitly
stated them. Otherwise, I attempted to arrive at the meaning through
reflection and comparison between the verses using both the simple
and augmented forms, while also considering the use of these verbs in
pre-Islamic poetry to balance between the usage of the verb among the

Arabs and in the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Eloquence« Af“ala< Qur’an< Morphology« Increase
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