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The Role of Literature in Enhancing Human
Commonalities and Shaping Positive Attitudes
toward Cross-Cultural Dialogue

Abstract

This study aims to highlight the role of literature, poetry, stories,
plays, and novels in promoting common human values and fostering
positive trends towards intercultural dialogue. The study seeks to
demonstrate the ability of literature to bring people together and to lay
a strong foundation for intercultural dialogue. The study also shows
the literary capacity to build bridges of intercultural communication,
improve linguistic taste, raise feelings and awareness of the importance
of shared human concepts, and strengthen a positive view of cultural
diversity. The problem of this research centers on the depletion of
human societies’ cultures and the reluctance of most readers to learn
about other nations’ cultures and ethics. The researcher will explore the
truth of his hypothesis, centered on the role of literature in promoting
commonalities, forming positive trends towards intercultural dialogue,
and promoting global concepts, by identifying 171 people specializing
in the genre who are interested in several literary and intercultural

dialogue topics.
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Data Fabric as a Method for Smart Data Management in Syrian

Institutions: Damascus University as a Case Study

Dr. Nisreen Qabbani

Abstract

In 2006, British mathematician Clive Hamby from Sheffield coined
the phrase data is the new oil. At the same time, our scattered data
remained confined within its disconnected systems, creating isolated
islands of data, each separate from the others—what is known as a data
silo. The modern era, with its technologies and revolutions, brought forth
data fabric technology, which has been like a magic wand for smart data
management in institutions in general, and libraries in particular, offering
a solution to the problem of digital fragmentation. The concept of data
fabric 1s based on creating intelligent data pathways through a smart virtual
layer to connect systems without the need to transfer and copy data, in
addition to supporting intelligent semantic linking between data through
active metadata. The importance of this study stems from the fact that
DataFabric will usher in a new era in the world of information systems. To
achieve its objective, the study reviews the concept, importance, benefits,
mechanism of operation, and components of DataFabric, distinguishing it

from data networks and data lakes. The study will also present the most
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important systems that support DataFabric, both open and commercial.
The study concludes with a proposal for implementing DataFabric at
Damascus University. The descriptive approach was adopted as the most
suitable methodology for the subject matter. The study reached several
conclusions, the most prominent being that DataFabric will be a lifeline
for Syrian institutions. It creates a virtual layer that ensures unified access
to data, addressing the multiplicity of systems in our institutions, their lack
of standardization, and their outdated nature. The study concludes with
a set of recommendations that should be implemented, such as raising
awareness and disseminating knowledge about DataFabric and striving to

apply it across various institutions.

Keywords: DataFabric, intelligent data management, metadata,

artificial intelligence, Damascus University.
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The Attribution of Ali ibn Maymun to the Shadhili Order
( A Critical Study)

(Abstract)

The research addresses the correction of the incorrect attribution of
one of the most famous Sufis in the tenth century AH, Sheikh Ali bin
Maimun Al - Maghribi Al - Idrisi, to the Shadhiliyya order. Sheikh Ali
was born in Ghumara in northern Morocco, memorized the texts(Al
mutun), and then traveled to Fez in search of knowledge. He migrated
to the East in 901 AH in search of a saint, and met his sheikh, Ahmad
al - Tabasi al - Tunisi, who gave him permission to spread the order in
the Levant. He settled in Damascus in late 912 AH in the Al - Salihiya
neighborhood, and had a great impact in spreading Sufism, and the
public and private flocked to him. Great scholars graduated under his
tutelage, including: Alwan Al - Hamawi, Ibn Iraq, and Ali Al - Kizwani.
His method spread to Hama, Aleppo, and Beirut. His method, Al -
Khawatiriya or Al - Madinah, was known for its reliance on revealing

the thoughts of disciples, and it was attributed to Abu Madyan Al -

(1) Director of the Research, Translation and Publishing Department at the Syrian National

Library.
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Tilimsani. His chains of transmission(Asanid) in Sufism do not pass
through Al - Shadhili, and what was reported about attributing some of
his students to Al - Shadhili is likely a misprint from Al - Shabiyya in
reference to the sheikh of his sheikh, Ahmed bin Makhlouf Al - Shabi.
He left about 18 books on Sufism and reform, and died in the mountains

of Lebanon in the year 917 AH.

Keywords: Sufism, Order ,Shadhili, bin mimun.
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Rhetorical Subtleties in the Morphological Increase in
the Form (Af‘ala)in The Holy Quran

Abstract

This research addresses the increase in morphological structure (al-
mabna) and its indication of an increase in meaning in the form ("af"ala)
in the Holy Qur’an. The reader of the Book of Allah finds many questions
arising in their mind regarding the use of different morphological forms
for the same meaning, and what the difference between them is, among
other questions that require reflection and contemplation. This is what
prompted me to choose this topic as a subject of research. Whenever
an increase occurs in the number of root letters that convey the core
meaning, the meaning intensifies and indicates new ramifications in its
concept that the original root word does not convey. Then, examining
the benefit of this increase in the Holy Qur’an unveils new meanings that
perhaps the Arabs had never experienced before. Due to the abundance
of examples falling under the principle of increase in structure and its
indication of an increase in meaning in both verbs and nouns, I have
dedicated this research to the section on ("af"ala) among verbs. [ have set

before me the goal of demonstrating the importance of morphological
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variation, attempting to discover the subtle secrets and meanings of the
miraculous Qur’anic expression, and confirming or highlighting what

earlier scholars have pointed out.

The importance of this research lies in its demonstration of the
eloquence of Qur’anic discourse and the subtleties of its vocabulary,
as well as its connection to the understanding of signification (figh
al-dalalah), which is perceived through context and continuous
contemplation to grasp the hidden connotations that words imply —
connotations that are not revealed except to those of refined sensitivity

and trained taste.

I have followed the statistical method by compiling all verbs in the
form ("af"ala) in the Holy Qur’an. I then excluded verbs that do not fall
under this rule, either because their simple (unaugmented) form does
not appear in Arab speech — as in ("ablasa) — or because it was used
in a meaning different from that of the augmented form — as in (qasata
and "aqsata). It was necessary to mention and refer to these so that no
one would ask why they were excluded from the study or assume they
were neglected or overlooked. Due to the abundance of examples, |
have limited myself to a good selection sufficient for the purpose of the
research, which is to demonstrate the rhetorical subtleties gained from
the increase in structure and to clarify that this increase is intentional in

meaning.

After that, I followed an inductive method and then an analytical
approach in studying these examples, by tracing what linguists have

mentioned regarding the meanings of these verbs and the difference
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between the simple and augmented forms, then observing the frequent
and anomalous Qur’anic readings (qira’at) of the augmented verb. |
then surveyed what the exegetes (mufassiriin) and scholars have said
about them, examined and balanced their opinions, and subsequently
established the benefits of these increases wherever they explicitly
stated them. Otherwise, I attempted to arrive at the meaning through
reflection and comparison between the verses using both the simple
and augmented forms, while also considering the use of these verbs in
pre-Islamic poetry to balance between the usage of the verb among the

Arabs and in the Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Eloquence« Af*ala< Qur’an< Morphology« Increase
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Ibn Al - Munaiir Al - Iskandari as a judge
Farah Nsri shikh Al - Bzoria.

Master of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences from the Faculty of

Sharia / University of Damascus

frh.nsri.shp.333@gmail.com

Abstract

This research collects the most important scattered judicial issues
stipulated by Ibn al - Munaiir al - Iskandari (d. 683 AH) in his book
Al - Bahr Al - Kabir in the Study of Interpretation , and studies them
analytically. They are diverse issues, including some of the tasks that
the judge assumes, and defining the limits of the science of documents
that are written In the hands of the judge, in addition to issues regarding
confessions and testimonies, and the legal objectives of judicial rulings,
including the rulings of non - Muslims, and finally the morals that
the judge must possess, followed by chapters on enjoining good and
forbidding evil that address judges. All of this was deduced from the
Qur’anic verses that Ibn al - Munaiir took up in interpreting them,
imbuing them with what he characterized the personality of the chief
judge. They were a practical application of what he saw and experienced
in the judicial atmosphere, until the research finally concluded that
these issues painted a picture of Ibn al - Munaiir’s judicial personality

and were approved Because he was described as holding that position
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for which he was not famous, just as he was famous for his comments
on the interpretation of Al - Kashaf, and researchers interested in this

field cannot help but study it and benefit from it.

Keywords: Ibn al - Munaiir al - Iskandari, Judiciary, Document

Science, Confessions, Testimonies, Lawsuits, Ethics of The Judge.
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(’The Question of vocuum (khala’) and Plenum (Mala
in the Thought of Al - Ghazali and Paul Davies
(Analytical - Critical Study)

Abstract

This research sought to investigate the similarities and differences
in approaching the concept of void (vacuum/empty space) and its
relationship to the physical world between two visions separated by
nine centuries. The first is that of the Muslim thinker and philosopher
Abu Hamid Al - Ghazali, based on his theory of renewed creation
and the negation of deterministic causality. The second is that of the
contemporary physicist Paul Davies, who argues that space in modern
physics is not an empty container, but a living entity full of energy
and hidden movement. The research adopted a comparative analytical
method and reached several key findings, most notably: the convergence
of Al - Ghazali’s negation of absolute void with quantum physics’
negation of vacuum as understood by Davies, and their agreement
that the universe is neither eternal nor necessary by itself, but rather
contingent (originated) and in need of an organizing, powerful, all -

knowing, and choosing principle, and that physical laws do not negate
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the existence of a purposeful Creator. The research also demonstrated
that the shared reason between contemporary humans and the Muslim
thinker is capable of building bridges of dialogue between religion and
science, away from the problem of contradiction or complete separation,
and away from racism and the exclusion of others. This study serves as
an incentive to open new horizons for researchers in comparing Islamic

theology (Kalam) and contemporary cosmic physics.

Keywords: Al - Ghazali, Paul Davies, emptiness, void, theology,

quantum physics.
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Answer to a question about the shrine of Sayyida
Rugayya in Damascus

by Burhan al-Din al-Naji (900 AH)
(Study and investigation)

Abstract

his research investigates the authenticity of the attribution of the
shrine located in the Sayyida Ruqayya bint Ali ibn Abi Talib Mosque
in the al - Amara neighborhood of Damascus, formerly known as the
Mosque of the Head, through the response of the hadith scholar Burhan
al - Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al - Naji al - Qubaybati (d. 900 AH). The
researcher relied on a single manuscript, verifying its attribution to the
author through several pieces of evidence, including the scribe’s explicit
statement attributing it to the author and al - Naji’s reference to another

of his works.

The research also highlights the author’s investigation into this
matter, presenting historical evidence and indications that refute the
attribution, including: the absence of any mention of Lady Rugayya’s

death in Damascus in any reliable source, and the lack of reference to this
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grave by early historians such as the traveler al - Harawi (d. 611 AH) and
the historian Ibn Asakir (d. 571 AH), the preserver of Damascus. Al -
Nayji also presents comparative examples of the phenomenon of fabricated
shrines and tombs in Damascus, such as graves falsely attributed to some
of the Prophet’s family and companions, like the grave of Malaka bint Ali
(may God be pleased with her), which does not exist today, the graves
of the Prophet’s daughters (Ladies Ruqayya and Umm Kulthum) at Bab
al - Saghir, and the grave of Abu Hurayra in Ashkelon, among others,

demonstrating their invalidity with evidence.

The research concludes that the tomb attributed to Sayyida Ruqayya
in Damascus is invalid, asserting that it was built on a claim lacking
evidence or historical basis. The work represents a significant contribution
to refuting fabricated claims concerning historical sites, and it warns,
from a Sharia perspective, of the dangers of readily accepting such claims

without scrutiny.

Keywords: Sayyida Ruqayya, Burhan al - Din al - Naji, manuscripts,

tombs, shrines.
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